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manner that it conforms to the stand-
ards in effect on the date of manufac-
ture of the incomplete vehicle, the date 
of final completion, or a date between 
those two dates. This requirement 
shall, however, be superseded by any 
conflicting provisions of a standard 
that applies by its terms to vehicles 
manufactured in two or more stages. 

(b) Each final-stage manufacturer 
shall affix a label to the completed ve-
hicle in accordance with § 567.5 of this 
chapter. 

[36 FR 7057, Apr. 14, 1971, as amended at 42 
FR 37817, July 25, 1977] 

§ 568.7 Requirements for manufactur-
ers who assume legal responsibility 
for the vehicle. 

(a) If an incomplete vehicle manufac-
turer assumes legal responsibility for 
all duties and liabilities imposed on 
manufacturers by the National Traffic 
and Motor Vehicle Safety Act (15 
U.S.C. 1381 through 1425) (hereafter re-
ferred to as the Act), with respect to 
the vehicle as finally manufactured, 
the requirements of §§ 568.4, 568.5 and 
568.6(b) do not apply to that vehicle. In 
such a case, the incomplete vehicle 
manufacturer shall ensure that a label 
is affixed to the final vehicle in con-
formity with § 567.5(e) of this chapter. 

(b) If an intermediate manufacturer 
of a vehicle assumes legal responsi-
bility for all duties and liabilities im-
posed on manufacturers by the Act, 
with respect to the vehicle as finally 
manufactured, §§ 568.5 and 568.6(b) do 
not apply to that vehicle. In such a 
case, the manufacturer assuming re-
sponsibility shall ensure that a label is 
affixed to the final vehicle in con-
formity with § 567.5(f) of this chapter. 
The assumption of responsibility by an 
intermediate manufacturer does not, 
however, change the requirements for 
incomplete vehicle manufacturers in 
§ 568.4. 

[36 FR 7057, Apr. 14, 1971, as amended at 42 
FR 37817, July 25, 1977] 

§ 568.8 Requirements for persons who 
alter certified vehicles. 

A person who alters a vehicle that 
has been previously certified in accord-
ance with § 567.4 or § 567.5, other than 
by the addition, substitution, or re-
moval of readily attachable compo-

nents such as mirrors or tire and rim 
assemblies, or minor finishing oper-
ations such as painting, or who alters a 
vehicle in such a manner that its stat-
ed weight ratings are no longer valid, 
before the first purchase of the vehicle 
in good faith for purposes other than 
resale, shall ascertain that the vehicle 
as altered conforms to the standards 
which are affected by the alteration 
and are in effect on the original date of 
manufacture of the vehicle, the date of 
final completion, or a date between 
those two dates. That person shall cer-
tify the vehicle in accordance with 
§ 567.7 of this chapter. 

[45 FR 18929, Mar. 24, 1980] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 70 FR 7434, Feb. 
14, 2005, part 568 was revised, effective Sept. 
1, 2006. For the convenience of the user, the 
revised text is set forth as follows: 
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AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 30111, 30115, 30117, 
30166 delegation of authority at 49 CFR 1.50. 

§ 568.1 Purpose and scope. 
The purpose of this part is to prescribe the 

method by which manufacturers of vehicles 
manufactured in two or more stages shall en-
sure conformity of those vehicles with the 
Federal motor vehicle safety standards 
(‘‘standards’’) and other regulations issued 
under the National Traffic and Motor Vehi-
cle Safety Act, as amended (49 U.S.C. § 30115) 
and the Motor Vehicle Information and Cost 
Savings Act, as amended (49 U.S.C. 32504 and 
33108(c)). 

§ 568.2 Application. 
This part applies to incomplete vehicle 

manufacturers, intermediate manufacturers, 
and final-stage manufacturers of vehicles 
manufactured in two or more stages. 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 11:50 Nov 02, 2005 Jkt 205212 PO 00000 Frm 00202 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8003 Y:\SGML\205212.XXX 205212



193 

Nat’l Highway Traffic Safety Admin., DOT Pt. 568 

§ 568.3 Definitions. 
All terms that are defined in the Act and 

the rules and standards issued under its au-
thority are used as defined therein. The term 
‘‘bumper’’ has the meaning assigned to it in 
Title I of the Cost Savings Act and the rules 
and standards issued under its authority. 
The definitions contained in 49 CFR Part 567 
apply to this part. 

§ 568.4 Requirements for incomplete vehicle 
manufacturers. 

(a) The incomplete vehicle manufacturer 
shall furnish for each incomplete vehicle, at 
or before the time of delivery, an incomplete 
vehicle document (‘‘IVD’’) that contains the 
following statements, in the order shown, 
and all other information required by this 
part to be included therein: 

(1) Name and mailing address of the incom-
plete vehicle manufacturer. 

(2) Month and year during which the in-
complete vehicle manufacturer performed its 
last manufacturing operation on the incom-
plete vehicle. 

(3) Identification of the incomplete vehi-
cle(s) to which the document applies. The 
identification shall be by vehicle identifica-
tion number (VIN) or groups of VINs to per-
mit a person to ascertain positively that a 
document applies to a particular incomplete 
vehicle after the document has been removed 
from the vehicle. 

(4) Gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 
the completed vehicle for which the incom-
plete vehicle is intended. 

(5) Gross axle weight rating (GAWR) for 
each axle of the completed vehicle, listed 
and identified in order from front to rear 
(e.g., front, first intermediate, second inter-
mediate, rear). The ratings for any consecu-
tive axles having identical gross axle weight 
ratings when equipped with tires having the 
same tire size designation may, at the option 
of the incomplete vehicle manufacturer, be 
stated as a single value, with the label indi-
cating to which axles the ratings apply. 

Examples of combined ratings: (a) All axles— 
2,400 kg (5,290 lb) with LT245/75R16(E) tires; 

(b) Front—5,215 kg (11,500 lb) with 295/ 
75R22.5(G) tires. 

(c) First intermediate to rear—9,070 kg 
(20,000 lb) with 295/75R22.5(G) tires. 

(6) Listing of the vehicle types as defined 
in 49 CFR 571.3 (e.g., truck, MPV, bus, trail-
er) into which the incomplete vehicle may 
appropriately be manufactured. 

(7) Listing, by number, of each standard, in 
effect at the time of manufacture of the in-
complete vehicle, that applies to any of the 
vehicle types listed in paragraph (a)(6) of 
this section, followed in each case by one of 
the following three types of statement, as 
applicable: 

(i) Type 1—A statement that the vehicle 
when completed will conform to the standard 

if no alterations are made in identified com-
ponents of the incomplete vehicle. 

Example: 104–This vehicle when completed 
will conform to FMVSS No. 104, Windshield 
Wiping and Washing Systems, if no alter-
ations are made in the windshield wiper com-
ponents. 

(ii) Type 2—A statement of specific condi-
tions of final manufacture under which the 
manufacturer specifies that the completed 
vehicle will conform to the standard. 

Example: 121—This vehicle when completed 
will conform to FMVSS No. 121, Air Brake 
Systems, if it does not exceed any of the 
gross axle weight ratings, if the center of 
gravity at GVWR is not higher than nine feet 
above the ground, and if no alterations are 
made in any brake system component. 

(iii) Type 3—A statement that conformity 
with the standard cannot be determined 
based upon the components supplied on the 
incomplete vehicle, and that the incomplete 
vehicle manufacturer makes no representa-
tion as to conformity with the standard. 

(8) Each document shall contain a table of 
contents or chart summarizing all the stand-
ards applicable to the vehicle pursuant to 49 
CFR 568.4(a)(7). 

(9) A certification that the statements con-
tained in the incomplete vehicle document 
are accurate as of the date of manufacture of 
the incomplete vehicle and can be used and 
relied on by any intermediate and/or final- 
stage manufacturer as a basis for certifi-
cation. 

(b) To the extent the IVD expressly incor-
porates by reference body builder or other 
design and engineering guidance (Reference 
Material), the incomplete vehicle manufac-
turer shall make such Reference Material 
readily available to subsequent manufactur-
ers. Reference Materials incorporated by ref-
erence in the IVD shall be deemed to be part 
of the IVD. 

(c) The IVD shall be attached to the incom-
plete vehicle in such a manner that it will 
not be inadvertently detached, or alter-
natively, it may be sent directly to a final- 
stage manufacturer, intermediate manufac-
turer or purchaser for purposes other than 
resale to whom the incomplete vehicle is de-
livered. The Reference Material in paragraph 
(b) of this section need not be attached to 
each vehicle. 

§ 568.5 Requirements for intermediate man-
ufacturers. 

Each intermediate manufacturer of a vehi-
cle manufactured in two or more stages shall 
furnish to the final-stage manufacturer the 
document required by 49 CFR 568.4 in the 
manner specified in that section. If any of 
the changes in the vehicle made by the inter-
mediate manufacturer affects the validity of 
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the statements in the IVD, that manufac-
turer shall furnish an addendum to the IVD 
that contains its name and mailing address 
and an indication of all changes that should 
be made in the IVD to reflect changes that it 
made to the vehicle. The addendum shall 
contain a certification by the intermediate 
manufacturer that the statements contained 
in the addendum are accurate as of the date 
of manufacture by the intermediate manu-
facturer and can be used and relied on by any 
subsequent intermediate manufacturer(s) 
and the final-stage manufacturer as a basis 
for certification. 

§ 568.6 Requirements for final-stage manu-
facturers. 

Each final-stage manufacturer shall com-
plete the vehicle in such a manner that it 
conforms to the applicable standards in ef-
fect on the date selected by the final-stage 
manufacturer, including the date of manu-
facture of the incomplete vehicle, the date of 
final completion, or a date between those 
two dates. This requirement shall, however, 
be superseded by any conflicting provisions 
of a standard that applies by its terms to ve-
hicles manufactured in two or more stages. 

§ 568.7 Requirements for manufacturers 
who assume legal responsibility for a ve-
hicle. 

(a) If an incomplete vehicle manufacturer 
assumes legal responsibility for all duties 
and liabilities imposed on manufacturers by 
the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safe-
ty Act, as amended (49 U.S.C. chapter 301) 
(hereafter referred to as the Act), with re-
spect to a vehicle as finally manufactured, 
the requirements of §§ 568.4, 568.5 and 568.6 do 
not apply to that vehicle. In such a case, the 
incomplete vehicle manufacturer shall en-
sure that a label is affixed to the final vehi-
cle in conformity with 49 CFR 567.5(f). 

(b) If an intermediate manufacturer of a 
vehicle assumes legal responsibility for all 
duties and liabilities imposed on manufac-
turers by the Vehicle Safety Act, with re-
spect to the vehicle as finally manufactured, 
§§ 568.5 and 568.6 do not apply to that vehicle. 
In such a case, the intermediate manufac-
turer shall ensure that a label is affixed to 
the final vehicle in conformity with 49 CFR 
567.5(g). The assumption of responsibility by 
an intermediate manufacturer does not, how-
ever, change the requirements for incom-
plete vehicle manufacturers in § 568.4. 

PART 569—REGROOVED TIRES 

Sec. 
569.1 Purpose and scope. 
569.3 Definitions. 
569.5 Applicability. 
569.7 Requirements. 
569.9 Labeling of regroovable tires. 

AUTHORITY: Secs. 119, 204, 80 Stat. 728, 729 
(15 U.S.C. 1407, 1424); and Secretary’s delega-
tion of authority, 49 CFR 1.4(c). 

§ 569.1 Purpose and scope. 

This part sets forth the conditions 
under which regrooved and regroovable 
tires manufactured or regrooved after 
the effective date of the regulation 
may be sold, offered for sale, intro-
duced for sale or delivered for introduc-
tion into interstate commerce. 

[42 FR 21613, Apr. 28, 1977] 

§ 569.3 Definitions. 

(a) Statutory definitions. All terms 
used in this part that are defined in 
section 102 of the National Traffic and 
Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 (15 
U.S.C. 1391) are used as defined in the 
Act. 

(b) Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 
definitions. Unless otherwise indicated, 
all terms used in this part that are de-
fined in the Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standards, part 571, of this subchapter 
(hereinafter ‘‘The Standards’’), are 
used as defined therein without regard 
to the applicability of a standard in 
which a definition is contained. 

(c) Regroovable tire means a tire, ei-
ther original tread or retread, designed 
and constructed with sufficient tread 
material to permit renewal of the tread 
pattern or the generation of a new 
tread pattern in a manner which con-
forms to this part. 

(d) Regrooved tire means a tire, either 
original tread or retread, on which the 
tread pattern has been renewed or a 
new tread has been produced by cutting 
into the tread of a worn tire to a depth 
equal to or deeper than the molded 
original groove depth. 

[34 FR 1150, Jan. 24, 1969. Redesignated at 35 
FR 5118, Mar. 26, 1970] 

§ 569.5 Applicability. 

(a) General. Except as provided in 
paragraph (b) of this section, this part 
applies to all motor vehicle regrooved 
or regroovable tires manufactured or 
regrooved after the effective date of 
the regulation. 
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